[Molecular biology and transfusional viral safety].
In this review we present four fields to which viral molecular biology has contributed: the discovery of blood-borne viruses and the knowledge of the natural history of infection by these viruses; the validation of the results of virological assays used in the biological screening of blood donations; the contribution of molecular biology in inquiries into viral transfusional contamination; the interest of molecular biology in viral transfusional epidemiology. We subsequently deal with the parameters of the discussion on the impact and the feasibility of a systematic screening of several viral genomes in blood donations.